
St. James Parish Council   

Meeting Minutes August 12, 2021 @ 7:30 pm 

  
The acting Chairman Kalena Gries opened the meeting with prayer by Fr. Christopher Droste at 7:30 pm.  

   

In attendance:  Fr. Kenneth Betz, Fr. Christopher Droste, Michelle Elpers, Kalena Gries, Tim Hasenour, 

Joe Hopf, Brian Luigs, Amy Macke, RaNae Rainey, Becky Rexing, Jane Rhodes, and Scott Stoll   

    

Minutes from the June meeting were reviewed.  Motion made to approve minutes by Tim Hasenour and 

second by Michelle Elpers. 

   

Finance Report:  Jane Rhodes provided the end of fiscal year report, which ended June 30.   Our net 

income was $163,692; however, $162,000 of this was due to a PPP (paycheck protection program) loan.  

Taking out the loan, we ended the year with a $1,200 net income. This includes the entire parish (Men’s 

Club, Altar Society, PTA, etc.)  Ending the fiscal year, Sunday collection was down $40,000 from the 

budget. The budget for this year includes Lay Pension, which increased about $12 per month; Lay 

Medical with 2% increase; and Property Insurance 5%. Everything came in under budget, which allowed 

the Sunday collection budget to remain the same for the coming year. We are going to ask people to 

consider giving $2 a week per family more so we do not end with a deficit in Sunday collection next year.  

The financials for July show a Sunday collection deficit of $7,200, however, total received to date was 

$87,000 compared to $80,000 last year at this time.  A few capital improvement projects also in July 

included new unit in walk-in cooler for $6,000, new HVAC in school kitchen for $4,000, and paid half of 

flooring for Madden Hall kitchen, which was $5,200.  The preliminary profit on the Social is about $94,000 

but not all bills are in yet.  The gross on the stands was about $115,000 this year compared to $109,000 

two years ago.  (No Social occurred last year due to Coved.)  An end of the year report will be mailed out 

to parishioners.    

   

Old Business  

   

a. St. James Summer Social (update):  There was a recap meeting on Tuesday, August 3 after the 

Social.  Joe Ziliak would like to form a 5-6 person committee or co-chairs rather than it being on one 

person that everyone goes to for questions.  Members would rotation off after a certain number of 

years and new members would come on.  The meals were down slightly but carryouts were up.      

 

b. Parish Gift Shop (update):  Teachers came in prior to the Social and took items they could use in 

their classrooms to keep from needing to purchase additional supplies.  All items went out to the 

Social with the exception of a few that were later found upstairs in the rectory.  After the Social, all 

remaining items were sold to Todd and Becky Rexing including the display cabinet.      

 

c. Director of Sacred Music (update):  Drew Wilson will start this new position on August 23.  In July, 

meetings took place with the Finance Committees at all three parishes for final approval.  This 

position is not currently in the budget and was completed and approved prior to the job creation.  

Most of the portion St. James will pay this year will come from Funeral Choir account of $8,000 along 

with funds in a few other areas.  This was talked through with St. James Finance Committee.  He will 

be responsible for all the choirs, organists, cantors, scheduling, selecting music, play at some student 

Masses during the week, funerals.  He will help with programs and work with the kids but will not be 

teaching them.   

 

d. Council & Committee Reorganization (update):  Joe Hopf reported he is not done with the by-laws yet 

and plans to discuss at a later meeting.  Karen Mutschler and Dominic Faraone go off Parish Council.  

The new by-laws give Fr. Christopher the ability to appoint a chairperson and the Parish Council will 



need to affirm that appointment.  Kalena Gries is currently vice-chair and will move to chairperson 

this year if approved.  No, vice chair in mind yet.  

New Business 

a. Any Committee Reports:

School Council:  Brian Luigs reported their next meeting is Wednesday, August 8 at 6 pm.  There 
have been a few questions regarding covid policy.  The government is now requiring masks being 
worn in public buildings, but the state has not adopted this yet.  We will follow the state mandates and 
the Diocese regarding wearing of masks.

Men’s Club:  Tim Hasenour reported that the new doors were approved and have been installed at 
the school’s main entrance.  They are working on the wiring for the security.  The kitchen floor has 
been completed.  The half-pot raffle is continuing to move forward.  Bob Steckler has been named 
chairmen.  He will start in October.

Altar Society:  RaNae Rainey reported Kim Fromm took over vice president from Linda Boeglin.  This 
is a 2-year term.  They decided to pay people to be Event Stewards since they are having difficulty 
getting volunteers to help clean up.  Possible meal price changes will be looked at in 2022.  Gibson 
County is currently in the red.  Covid rules may go back in place she needs to know and contact cook 
teams.  Joe Hopf said he will let her know immediately if or when we receive directions from the 
Diocese.   ReNae expressed that she needs someone to take over the scheduling of Madden Hall and 

that it is overwhelming due to covid.  Joe Hopf said he would look to set up a time with her in 
September.

Additional Comments: 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be on September 9, 2021 at 7:30 pm. 

The meeting closed and adjourned with a prayer by Fr. Betz at 8:15 pm. 



 


