
St. James Parish Council   

Meeting Minutes September 9, 2021 @ 7:30 pm 

The acting Chairman Kalena Gries opened the meeting with prayer by Fr. Christopher Droste at 

7:30 pm.  

In attendance:  Fr. Kenneth Betz, Fr. Christopher Droste, Pat Gick, Kalena Gries, Joe Hopf, 

Angie Johnson, Amy Macke, Becky Rexing,  Brian Luigs, RaNae Rainey and Scott Stoll   

Minutes from the August meeting were reviewed.  Motion made to approve minutes by Pat Gick 

and second by Scott Stoll. 

Old Business 

a. End of Year Report (update):  The end of year report has been completed and will be

mailed out to every parishioner household.  It will provide a summary for the 2020-2021

year end financials along with the 2021-2022 budget.

b. Bereavement Meals (update):  The bereavement meals will no longer be held in the school

while school is in session.  The Knights of St. John has agreed to let us use their facility for

all 3 parishes.  It’s not just because of Covid but also for safety reasons in the school.

Representatives from all 3 parishes met to discuss.  The Knights will provide some storage

area and allow the teams the use of their kitchen and pot and pans.  The Knights is setting

up the tables and chairs and breaking them down afterwards.  During the summer the

bereavement meals can be held in the schools while school is not in session.  The Altar

Society is going to provide salads and desserts rather than having volunteers bring them.

The Knights is not going to charge for the use of their facility.  The capacity of the building is

around 300.

c. Council & Committee Reorganization (update):  The bylaws of the Parish Council will be

reviewed at the next meeting.

New Business 

a. 40 Hours Devotion (October 1-3):  Just a reminder that this is coming up in a few weeks. 
This will be in next weekend’s bulletin.  The other two churches will not have their 24 hours 
adoration and will be encouraged to sign up for 40 hours through Sign-up Genius or a sign-

up sheet in the back of church.

b. Catholic Parish Campaign:  The priests will be talking about CPC from the pulpit the 
weekend of September 25-26.  The following weekend is commitment weekend.

c. Scrip Program:  The numbers on the Scrip Program have continued to decline over the last 
several years.  St. James took a $900 loss when Stoll’s closed this year.  The Voucher 
Program has some to do with the decreased as well.  New legislation allows a family of 3 to 
qualify for the state Voucher Program with an income of $121,000; a family of 4 with an 
income of $147,000; and a family of 5 with $172,000.  There is a 40-50% participation rate



in the Voucher Program at school.  Those who qualify for SGO this year will qualify for the 

Voucher Program next year.  It has become very convenient now to buy gift cards at 

different stores as well as receiving cash back bonuses on credit cards.  The plan is to shut 

down the Scrip program at all 3 parishes.  This will be announced and orders can be placed 

for a period of time followed by selling out any remaining inventory.   

d. New Sign for School:  Ken Alvey reached out to the principal regarding putting up a new

sign on the side of the school.  It would run the same as the current marque on the corner

for the parish.  Additional electric would need to be run to it.

e. Any Committee Reports:

School Council:  Brian Luigs reported the next meeting will be October 20.  The annual

school counsel workshop took the place of the September meeting.  New additions to the

staff our Mr. Reed Farmer is the new learning resource teacher.  Ms. Alena Goedde is the

new first grade aide in Mrs. Schneider’s classroom.  Ms. Cheryl Burkett is helping supervise

the school daycare Monday thru Friday.  The Diocese mandated masks since the last

meeting.  There has been positive and negative feedback.  A 10-day quarantine rule was

voted on rather than a 14-day rule.  Fr. Christopher met with the parishes to review these.

There is a color chart that matches up with the state to determine the rules in place.  Last

year at this time we had 17 positive Covid cases in the schools across the Diocese.

Currently we have 214 positive cases in the Diocese.  The enrollment for St. James stayed

about the same, however, enrollment across the Diocese went up about 5% or almost 300

students.  Even with the pandemic the Diocese increased from 6,355 students last year to

6,600 students this year.  Per President Biden, all government employees are now required

to get vaccinated and any employers with over 100 employees are going to be required to

mandate vaccines within their companies or have to show proof a negative test each week

at the employee’s expense.  This is new information, and no additional discussion has taken

place yet.  Through the EANS Grant all students now have a Chromebook along with each

teacher; 100 new cases were purchased; 10 new promethean active panels, charging carts,

etc.  Mr. Wargel handled all of this over the summer.

Men’s Club:  Pat Gick reported that a new light pole will go up in the parking lot with 4 lights

to shine different directions.  Estimates are being gathered to pave the L-shaped parking lot

near the church.  The Half Pot Raffle is currently at $18,740 with 1114 ticket sold so far.

Altar Society:  RaNae Rainey reported there was an update on the Covid protocol that was

sent out to the Cook Teams which is the color-coded chart provided by the Diocese.  This

means we don’t have to limit capacity like we did last year.  The next meeting is Monday,

September 13.

Additional Comments: 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes that have been approved will be placed in the back of church. 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be on October 14, 2021 at 7:30 pm. 

The meeting closed and adjourned with a prayer by Fr. Betz at 8:20 pm. 


